
IN MEMORY or our 
special friend -        
                 BOERTJIE   

 
 
Dearest friends  
 
We are very sad, but at the same time at 
peace with letting you all know that our 
wonderful friend Boertjie has finally let out 
his last breath yesterday afternoon 
(29.07.08) after almost 20 years with the Van 
der Merwe family on Harnas.  
 
Even though  some eyebrows  were raised 
surrounding letting a baboon live with 
epilepsy we now know for sure that God 
had allowed Boertjieõs time here on earth 
for the incredible impact h e had on  people 
all over the years.  Not only did he make us 
think, feel, fear and laugh but he taught us 
great lessons in compassion, empathy, 
understanding and patience.   



Some peopleõs lives were touched and 
influenced to such an extend that they had 
made career changes, had a change of 
heart and mind surrounding many issues 
facing us each day.  
 
Thank you for what you have meant to each 
one of us Boertjie!!  You will always be in 
our hearts and fondest memories.   
 
MAY YOU REST IN PEACE!!! We wish you 

all 
our 
love 
and 

thank you for being part of our lives.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The grave being dug by some volunteers      The 
body being laid down  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every volunteer participating in closing the grave    
 Friends saying goodbye  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 After the g rave was closed each person put on a rock and the 
volunteers made a beautiful cross and name shield.  

 
The Famous Albert Schweitzer 

wrote:  
 


